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CALVIN J. POTTER
State Senator

HWisconsin Siate Denate
February 25, 1997 '

Katharine Lyall, President
University of Wisconsin System
1720 Van Hise Hall

Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Dear Katharine:

{ am pleased to know that you will be able to join the Senate Education Commitiee for a
bud Lﬁ? &me‘fms on the University of Wisconsin System sec%z n of the Governor's
proposed 1997-99 biennial budget on Wednesday, March 12, We look forward 1o
hearin %r T oL,

iaiely arter

Y Ee s
RSB N £ I 3
f'emmmeﬁ-éeé by the {;ewmar ‘We wauid lzke {s hd‘v’@ your comments immed
ollowing you the committee Wﬁ} hear from faculiy, staff and sident

We have requested the Joint Finance Area located on the first floor at 119 Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard. 1t is possible we will be “bumped” to a smaller hearing room in the
same building should the Joint Finance Committee be mesting. 1 have asked Paul Rusk
of my staff to keep i touch with Margaret Lewis about any [aso minute details,

Please let me know if you have any Lizze%;{m% We ook forward to seeing vou March 12

Sincerely,
/’ y _
SENATOR CALVIN POTTER

Chair, Commitiee on Education

CPlpr
ce: Margaret Lewis
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February 27, 1997

Bob Hanle, Education Team Leader
State Budget Office

101 Fast Wisconson, 10‘3‘ Floor
P.O.Box 7864 :

Maﬁxson, W1sc0nsm 537(}7-?864

Dear Mr. Hanle:

Thank you for again agreeing to provide an overview of the University of Wisconsin
System section of the Governor’s proposed 1997-99 biennial budget for the Senate
Education Commitiee on Wednesday, March 12. We look forward to hearing from you.

We have scheduled a public hearing to begin at 1 p.m. on*S};?»_j:;ﬁ?{ and SB 89. This hearing
should take about an hour. We will delay any possible executive session on these bills
untﬁ after the budget briefmg 50 be can begm our budget bnefing wﬂ:h a DOA overview
at2 p.m. S

We have requested the Joint Finance Area located on the first floor at 119 Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard. It is possible we will be “bumped” to a smaller hearing room in the
same building should the Joint Finance Commiitee be meeting.

Please contact Paul Rusk of my staff if you have any questions. We look forward to
seeing you on March 12.

Sincerely,

SENATOR CALVIN POTTER
Chair, Commiiitee on Education

CP/ipr




o j' SENATOR CALVIN POTTER
::Chazr Carmmtt@e on Edncatlmz

Office: Sfatc Cap;toi P Q Box 7382 Madxsan, ‘Wisconsin 53707-7882 « {608) 26&2056
Hmne 808 Green “Irée Road, Kohler, Wisconsin 53044 » {414) 452-6875 .
oy = "gdaﬁve Hbtimc 1~800—362~94?2 SR




/ confirming your participa € <
_ _.of my staff Wa look forward te seemg you March 12 Pleasc lei us know 1f you have :
_ 'any qucstums

o SENATOR CALV}N POTTER
Chair Comttee ran Ed‘tl(:ation

(}fﬁce State Caplzoi P 0 Box 7882 Madzson, ‘_Wmmasm 53707«7882 . (668) 266—2056
Homc 8{}8 Green Tree Road, Koller, Msccmsm 53044 » (4I4) 452~68’75

:ugzsxanve Hathnc 1800-362~9472 ST



1 would appreclate your conﬁrmmg your par{:czpatmn wuh Com:mttee Clcrk Paui Rusk .
o _ef my staff We Ioﬂk fcrward to seemg y{m March 12__ Plaase iet 3.‘£S knew zf you have .

' SENATOR CAL‘VH\I P{)TTER
- Chazr, Cconmuttce on Educatwn

()fﬁce Stats Capcml P £, Box 7882 Maﬁxsoﬂ, Wiscansm 53?07-?882 (608) 266—2056
Home: 808 Green Tree Road, Kohler, Wisconsin 53044 » (414) 452-6875 .
chls}auw Hothma 1-800-362 9472 R



" Richard Ralston, Pre31dent
PROFS, Inc.
258 Bascom Hall
. 500 Lincoln Drive -
pia _-Madlson WISCOHSIII 53706 =

?

"'Dear Mr. Ralston'

I would hkc to taice th:s opportumty to mv:.te you or a reprasentatzve of PROFS Inc to '; '
speak before the Senate Education Committee on the uw System section of the R
Governor’s proposed 1997-99 biennial budget ‘The committee is in the process of havang

a series of budget briefings on state functions psrta_nmg to education.

A public hearing has been scheduled to b»:: inat 1 .. on W&dﬁesc{ay, March 12, for 8B
83 and SB 89. This hearing should take about an hour.. We wiil begin our ﬁuc’xgct
bnefing upon completion of the bﬂl heanng at approxzmately_z-p.m Our plan is to begm
% with an overview of the Govemor’s proposal by ep nt of Admmxstratlon -
followed by UW System President’ Kathanne Lyall Representatlves of the faculty
students and staff will follow. We would apprecxate mmal comrnents in the five to seven
minute range so that we al!ow tlme for questions U A - e

We have requested the Joint Finance Area located on the first floor at 119 Mamn Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard. It is possible we will be “bumped” to a smaller hearing room in the
same building should the Joint Commitiee on Finance be meeting.

I would appreciate your confirming your participation with Committee Clerk Paul Rusk
of my staff. We look forward to seeing you March 12. Please let us know if you have
any questions,

Sincerely,

7 -

SENATOR CALVIN POTTER
Chair, Committee on Education

Office: State Capitol, P.O. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 537077882 (608) 266-2056
Home: 808 Green Tree Road, Kohler, Wisconsin 53044 (414) 452-6875

Legislative Hotline; 1-800-362-9472
Recycled paper






Affiliated with the National Fducation Association

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE WEDNESDAY, MARCH
PUBLIC HEARING TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 83
ROBERT WEST, WEAC DIRECTOR OF COLLECTIVE BARGAININ G

THANK YOU CHAIRPERSON POTTER AND MEMBERS OF THE SENATE

*  EDUCATION COMMITTEE FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ON SENATE BILL 83,

MY NAME IS BOB WEST. 1 AM THE DIRECTOR OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING FOR
THE WISCONSIN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION COUNCIL. WEAC REPRESENTS THE
POLICY AND LABOR INTERESTS OF MORE THAN 80,000 EDUCATION

PROFESSIONALS IN WISCONSIN.

AT FIRST GLANCE, SENATE BILL 83 MAY SEEM HARMLESS AND EVEN
APPEAR TO PROVIDE FLEXIBILITY FOR SCHOOL CALENDARS. WEAC, HOWEVER.
STRONGLY BELIEVES THAT THE ISSUE OF BARGAINING OVER INCLEMENT
WEATHER DAYS IN THE SCHOOL CALENDAR IS A DISCUSSION BEST LEFT UP TO
LOCAL DECISION MAKERS WHO SEEK TO PROVIDE A SCHOOL CALENDAR THAT

BEST SERVES THE NEEDS OF THEIR DISTRICTS.

A KEY COMPONENT OF ANY EMPLOYEE’S SATISFACTION IN THE
WORKPLACE IS THE ABILITY TO PLAY A ROLE IN DECISIONS THAT INFLUENCE
THE WAGES, HOURS AND CONDITIONS OF WORK. FOR EDUCATION
PROFESSIONALS AND SUPPORT PERSONNEL IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BARGAINING
THE SCHOOL CALENDAR IS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THAT EQUATION. SENATE
BILL 83 IS A PROPOSAL THAT WILL DIRECTLY IMPACT A DISTRICT’S SCHOOL

YEAR CALENDAR. IT COULD CHANGE WAGES, HOURS AND CONDITIONS OF

Terry Craney, President
Charles N Lenlz, Execulive Secretary



EMPLOYMENT, AND IN EFFECT, REQUIRE BARGAINING UNIT MEMBERS TO WORK
MAKE-UP DAYS WITHOUT PAY. o

PEOPLE WHO NEGOTIATE CALENDARS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL WILL TELL
YOU THAT SENATE BILL 83 COULD ALSO BE VIEWED AS DISCRIMINATORY OR
EVEN DANGEROUS. THE BILL WOULD UNFAIRLY PUNISH NORTHERN SCHOOL
DISTRICTS WHERE BAD WEATHER SOMETIMES LASTS INTO THE MONTH OF MAY.
THE SCHOOLS ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR MEETING THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
OF STUDENTS, DESPITE SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS.

IF THIS BILL WERE TO BECOME LAW, SCHOOL DISTRICTS MIGHT HESITATE
TO SEND CHILDREN HOME WHEN WEATHER CONDITIONS TURN BAD OR EVEN
DANGEROUS. IT IS NOT UNCOMMON TO HEAR OF SITUATIONS WHERE SCHOOL
DISTRICTS BECOME RELUCTANT TO SEND CHILDREN HOME DUE TO BAD
WEATHER DURING THE DAY END UP KEEPING THEM IN SCHOOL WELL INTO THE
EVENING HOURS BECAUSE OF CLOSED ROADS SENATE BILL 83 COULD CAUSE
THAT TO HAPPEN WITH GREATER FREQUENCY, PARTICULARLY IN NORTHERN
DISTRICTS.

AT A TIME WHEN THE STATE IS FOCUSING ON POLICIES THA? SUPPORT
LOCAL CONTROL, SENATE BILL 83 IS A MOVE IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION THE
MAJORITY OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS REACH INCLEMENT WEATHER AGREEMENTS
THAT ARE CONSIDERATE OF PARENT, STUDENT AND EDUCATOR NEEDS.
COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENTS OF THIS NATURE ARE THE ESSENCE OF A

SUPPORTIVE LOCAL BARGAINING ENVIRONMENT AND SHOULD BE PRESERVED
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